Urban  District  of  Thurnscoe. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER'S 


Report 


For  1920. 


MEXBORO’  : 


G.  R.  Venables  and  Son,  Printers  and  Stationers,  Swinton  Road. 


1920. 


SUMMARY  OF  REPORT. 


Area  ...  ...  ...  . . . 

Population — 1901 

1911  . 

Present  estimate... 
Height  above  sea  level... 


1,154  acres. 
...  ...  2,366 

4,850 
4,850 

. ..  120  to  300  feet. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Birth  Rate 
Death  Rate 
Infantile  Mortality 
Total  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate 
,,  Pulmonary  ,,  ,, 

,,  General  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate 
,,  Respiratory  Death  Rate 


...  34-22  per  1000 
...  11  -55  per  1000 
103-2  per  1000  births 
T2  per  1000 
•61  per  1000 
•61  per  1000 
3-2  per  1000 


Scavenging  ...  ...  ...  By  Council’s  own  Workmen. 

Number  of  Houses  .  915  (approximate). 

Number  of  Houses  completed  during  year .  50. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  the  Chairman  andM  embers  of  the  Thurnscoe  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, — 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  1920.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  place 
before  you  a  very  satisfactory  state  of  affairs.  The  past  year 
has  been  a  very  trying  one  seeing  that  it  is  in  the  transition 
period  between  war  and  peace  conditions.  Labour  troubles 
and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  material  for  housing  require¬ 
ments  and  other  necessary  work  have  curbed  your  ambitions 
and  were  responsible  for  the  apparent  slowness  in  getting 
minor  defects  in  houses  attended  to. 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

You  are  all  familiar  with  the  physical  features  and 
geological  characteristics  of  the  district.  I  would  only  direct 
your  attention  to  one  or  two  salient  points.  Remembering 
that  the  highest  point  in  the  district  is  only  about  300  feet 
above  sea  level  you  must  bear  in  mind  that  now  a  considerable 
proportion  of  the  houses  are  situated  at  very  nearly  the  highest 
point.  It  is  important  to  bear  this  in  mind  as  it  will  have  a 
considerable  effect  in  future  on  the  Water  supply,  the  Sewerage 
disposal,  and  the  Gas  supply. 

NEW  WORK  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  the  year  has  undoubtedly 
been  the  building  operations  carried  on  by  yourselves  and  the 
Housing  Association. 

The  Council  are  indeed  to  be  congratulated  on  this 
work  and  the  manner  in  which  the  work  has  progressed  in 
spite  of  the  tremendous  difficulties  in  the  way.  When  the 
scheme  is  completed  you  will  have  a  collection  of  houses  that 
any  district  might  well  be  proud  of.  You  have  houses  that 
are  a  joy  to  look  at  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  occupiers  will 
take  a  pride  in  keeping  them  in  a  condition  worthy  of  your 
efforts. 
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POPULATION. 

The  Registrar  General  gives  the  population  at  approxi¬ 
mately  4500  (4494).  This  I  am  convinced  is  an  under¬ 
estimate  seeing  that,  not  including  the  newly  erected  and 
recently  tenanted  houses,  there  are  about  865  houses  in  your 
district  and  many  of  these  have  two  families  living  in  them. 
However,  the  census  which  is  to  be  taken  shortly  will  furnish 
us  with  more  precise  figures  to  work  on. 

Overcrowding  is  pretty  general  though  not  excessive 
and  will,  I  hope,  soon  be  remedied  as  the  new  houses  become 
ready  for  occupation. 

HEALTH  OF  THE  DISTRICT  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

This  has  been  highly  satisfactory.  In  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year  there  was  an  outbreak  of  Measles  which  necessi¬ 
tated  closure  of  the  Infant  School  during  the  month  of  March. 
Nearly  300  cases  came  under  my  personal  observation. 
Though  there  were  many  bad  cases  there  was,  I  am  glad  to 
say,  only  one  death.  This  happy  state  of  affairs  was  due  to 
the  sensible  nursing  by  the  mothers.  I  am  pleased  to  see  the 
old  opinion  that  prevailed,  viz.  :  that  every  child  must  have 
measles  and  when  one  case  occurs  in  a  house  all  the  children 
must  be  put  together  so  that  they  can  all  have  it  and  get  done 
with  it,  has  died  out,  never  I  hope  to  return.  A  well  ventilated 
room  is  the  best  for  treating  these  cases  and  not  the  sealed 
stuffy  chambers  as  of  old. 

Whooping  Cough  was  fairly  wide  spread  during  the 
third  quarter,  and  was  responsible  for  3  deaths. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS. 

During  the  year  154  births  were  registered— 80  males 
and  74  females.  This  includes  12  illegitimate  children — 5  males 
and  7  females. 

On  a  population  of  4,500  this  gives  a  birth  rate  of 
34-22  per  1000  per  annum. 

DEATHS. 

Forty-nine  deaths  were  actually  registered.  One  of 
these  does  not  belong  to  this  district  but  four  deaths  have  to 
be  added  as  they  belong  to  this  district  though  they  died  out¬ 
side  it.  This  gives  a  net  number  of  deaths  at  52  which  on  a 
population  of  4,500  gives  a  death  rate  of  1R55  per  1000  per 
annum.  The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  25-4  and 
the  death  rate  was  12-5,  so  that  your  district  compares  very 
favourably  with  the  rest  of  the  country. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Sixteen  babies  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  one  year, 
an  infant  mortality  rate  of  103-2  per  1000  births. 

This,  in  my  opinion,  is  much  too  high  and  does  not 
compare  at  all  well  with  the  county  rate  (urban  areas)  of  from 
75  to  89.  How  to  reduce  this  rate  is  a  problem  that  requires 
serious  thought.  Infant  welfare  centres  are  certainly  helping 
in  saving  many  babies  that  would  otherwise  die,  but  we  must 
not  forget  that  improving  the  general  sanitation  is  of  special 
importance  as  infants  are  very  susceptible  to  insanitary  con¬ 
ditions,  contaminated  milk,  unsuitable  and  unwholesome  food. 
Our  treacherous  climate  will  always  be  a  factor  to  be  reckoned 
with  as  infants  are  exceptionally  susceptible  to  its  vagaries. 

The  Infant  Welfare  Centre  continues  to  do  good  work. 
On  an  average  35  mothers  bring  their  babies  every  week. 
I  think  a  centre  should  be  opened  at  Thurnscoe  East  as  it  is 
rather  far  to  bring  the  babies  living  at  that  end,  especially 
when  the  weather  is  at  all  inclement. 

SCAVENGING. 

This  is  done  entirely  by  the  Council  at  an  annual  cost 
of  £738.  The  refuse  is  sent  to  tips  while  farmers  take  a 
certain  amount.  Neither  of  these  methods  of  disposal  are  free 
from  objection  and  could  be  improved  upon  by  the  erection  of 
a  destructor. 


FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

This  on  the  whole  is  satisfactory.  As  most  of  the  milk 
conveyed  in  milk  floats  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  vendors 
should  take  all  reasonable  precautions  to  prevent  contamination 
en  route.  The  practice,  indulged  in  by  one  or  two  of  long 
standing,  of  filling  their  cans  in  the  back  streets  in  close 
proximity  to  privy  middens  was  referred  to  by  me  in  one  of 
my  monthly  reports.  I  am  glad  to  say  this  practice  has  been 
dropped. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

In  regard  to  infectious  diseases  generally  I  would  draw 
your  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  are  no  facilities  for  the 
proper  disinfection  of  clothing  and  bedding  in  your  district. 
It  would  be  very  beneficial  if  we  had  some  form  of  disinfector. 
The  chief  notifiable  infectious  diseases  that  we  have  had  to 
deal  with  during  the  year  were:  Scarlet  Fever,  11  cases; 
Diphtheria,  4  cases ;  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  9  cases ; 
General  Tuberculosis,  3  cases  ;  and  Erysipelas,  6  cases. 
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The  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  all  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  without  delay.  There  were  no  deaths. 

The  Diptheria  cases  receive  Antitoxin  before  being 
removed  to  hospital. 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

In  my  opinion  this  scourge  is  on  the  increase.  Over¬ 
crowding  and  want  of  free  ventilation,  especially  in  the 
bedrooms,  have  a  great  deal  to  do  with  its  spread. 

It  is  a  hardship  for  those  who  have  contracted  the 
disease  to  have  to  travel  to  Mexboro’  where  the  nearest 
Dispensary  is.  It  is  not  desirable  that  infected  people  should 
travel  by  train  or  other  closed  conveyance.  A  centre  nearer 
at  hand  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  this  district,  isolated  as  it 
is  and  with  such  poor  travelling  facilities.  There  were  3 
deaths  due  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculoses  and  3  to  General 
Tuberculosis. 


VACCINATION. 

Eighty-three  vaccinations  (including  one  re-vaccination) 
were  performed  during  the  year — less  than  50%  of  the  children 
born.  I  should  like  to  see  more  children  vaccinated  as  I  am 
convinced  of  its  benefits. 


HOUSING. 

The  older  houses  are  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  condition 
although  some  do  not  come  up  to  the  general  standard  of 
fitness  for  habitation  as  laid  down  in  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Manual,  Vol.  I.,  1919.  The  chief  defects  found  are  (1)  absence 
of  window  cords  (2)  defective  plastering  of  walls  and  ceilings 
(3)  defective  guttering  (4)  sink  waste  pipes  not  discharging  on 
to  the  gullies  (many  discharge  into  the  walls),  and  (4)  rough 
and  uneven  floors. 

The  apparent  slowness  in  getting  minor  defects  attended 
to  was  due  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  labour  and  material. 
Property  owners  on  the  whole  responded  willingly  to  the 
modest  requirements  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself. 
Much  still  requires  to  be  done  to  make  the  older  houses  more 
comfortable  for  the  occupiers.  We  ought  to  endeavour  to 
have  the  houses  so  improved,  within  reason,  that  the  occupiers, 
especially  the  housewives,  will  take  a  pleasure  in  making  them 
real  homes.  The  exterior  of  many  of  the  older  houses  are 
anything  but  attractive  in  fact  many  look  very  dilapidated  for 
the  want  of  a  little  paint.  Now  that  the  new  houses  are 
nearing  completion  the  contrast  between  the  old  and  the  new 
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becomes  very  striking  indeed.  1  must  again  bring  before  your 
notice  the  desirability,  nay  the  imperative  necessity  of  having 
a  start  made  to  the  conversion  of  the  abominable  privy  middens 
into  water  closets.  That  you  realise  the  dangers  lurking  in 
these  disgraces  to  civilisation  is  evident  from  your  insisting  on 
water  closets  in  your  own  scheme.  It  is  well  to  bear  in  mind 
that  there  are  457  privies  with  open  middens  ;  one  with  a 
covered  midden  ;  while  there  are  337  water  closets  ;  16  waste 
water  closets  ;  and  50  new  houses  with  water  closets  built 
during  the  year. 

It  is  too  much  to  expect,  though  it  is  an  ideal  much  to 
be  desired,  that  the  older  houses  be  brought  up  to  date  by 
having  baths  added  as  well  os  water  closets. 

I  know  your  anxiety  regarding  the  future  water  supply 
to  the  district  but  I  am  confident  that  that  will  be  satisfactorily 
overcome. 

Under  the  Act  (Sect.  15  and  28),  1919,  36  houses  were 
inspected  during  the  year  ;  32  were  found  not  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation.  Notices  were  served  on  the  owners 
in  only  one  case  was  the  notice  satisfactorily  complied  with. 
In  respect  of  16  houses  the  local  authority  executed  the  work 
in  default  of  the  landlord. 

Under  the  Public  Health  Act  houses  with  minor  defects 
not  remediable  under  Section  28,  1919,  2  houses  were  found 
with  defects  and  these  were  remedied. 

Under  Section  17,  1909,  2  houses  were  found  totally 
unfit  for  habitation  and  closing  orders  were  made  on  repres¬ 
entation  to  you.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  15  houses 
not  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  and  one  totally  unfit. 

In  concluding  my  report  I  desire  to  thank  you  for  your 
assistance  and  trust  that  you  will  continue  to  give  me  your 
generous  support  in  my  endeavour  to  improve  the  general 
health  and  happiness  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  for 
which  we  are  jointly  responsible. 


R.  MALCOLM, 


M.O.H. 


